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“All the attendees were driven, 
passionate, and intelligent: 
I had found my people.”
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ABOUT US
The Yale Young Global Scholars (YYGS) program is a highly selective 
leadership development program for high school students from around 
the world. The program is designed to bring together students with the 
talent, drive, energy, and ideas to make meaningful impacts as young 
leaders, even before they begin university studies.

While living on the Yale campus for two weeks during the summer, 
students in the program will:

- hone their abilities to think critically and flexibly;
- engage productively with a diverse group of peers;
- explore new and exciting ideas;
- meet distinguished scholars and practitioners;
- develop key communications skills.

The program is non-credit granting, and students do not receive any 
grades, marks, or quantitative evaluations of their work.

Students will attend one two-week session based on their topic of 
interest. All students should indicate their session preferences on the 
online application.

2017 DATES:  SESSIONS:

June 19 - July 2  Frontiers of Math & Science (FMS)
June 19 - July 2  Sustainable Development 
    & Social Entrepreneurship (SDSE)

July 9 - July 22  Applied Science & Engineering (ASE)
July 9 - July 22  International A�airs & Security (IAS)

July 27 - Aug 9  Politics, Law, & Economics (PLE)
July 27 - Aug 9  Biological & Biomedical Science (BMS)



715 Total seminars 
o�ered during 
Summer 2016

9:1
Students are all assigned a 

small “family” led by a 
single instructor as part of 

residential life

16
Average Class Size

50
U.S. States and Territories 

at YYGS

118
Number of countries in the 

2016 Applicant Pool45%
of admitted students are 

international

Submitted 
applications, rate 

of admissions, and 
total admitted 

students

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Angola
Argentina
Armenia
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi
Cameroon
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo 
(Kinshasa)
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Curacao
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Dominican 
Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Georgia
Germany
Ghana

Greece
Honduras
Hong Kong 
S.A.R. 
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lebanon
Liberia
Libya
Luxembourg
Macedonia
Malaysia
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldova
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Myanmar
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palestine
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Qatar

Romania
Russia
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Somalia
South Africa
South Korea
South Sudan
Spain
Sudan
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
The Gambia
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab 
Emirates
United 
Kingdom
United States
Vietnam
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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“I may never find a place as 
diverse and dynamic as the 
YYGS community.” 
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Applied Science 
& Engineering (ASE)
July 9 – July 22, 2017

Biological 
& Biomedical Science (BBS)
July 27 – August 9, 2017

Frontiers of Math 
& Science (FMS)
June 19 – July 2, 2017

For students interested in exploring cutting-edge 
developments in the physical sciences and mathematics.

The FMS session delves deeply into the interface 
of physical sciences and mathematics. Topics 
include: astrophysics, material science, biochemis-
try, biophysics, behavioral economics, and envi-
ronmental science.

For students who want to explore the application of 
physical & computer sciences and engineering.

The ASE session will emphasize themes in the study 
and application of physical computer sciences and 
engineering. Topics may include: nanotechnology, 
biotechnology, network systems, robotics, algo-
rithms, design, architecture, space travel, and big 
data.

For students who want to delve deeper in the study and 
application of life sciences.

The BBS session will emphasize themes in the 
study and application of life sciences. Topics may 
include: epidemiology, biochemistry, neurosci-
ence, ecology, systems biology, personalized 
medicine, bioethics and public & global health.
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Sustainable Development & 
Social Entrepreneurship (SDSE)
June 19 – July 2, 2017

International A�airs 
& Security (IAS)
July 9 – July 22, 2017

Politics, Law, 
& Economics (PLE)
July 27 – August 9, 2017

For students interested in understanding American 
legal principles, economic ideas, and values and 
practices of government in historical and comparative 
perspectives.

The PLE session utilizes historical perspectives to 
consider potential solutions for contemporary 
social problems. Topics include: democractic 
institutions, free speech, civil rights, market 
regulation, and the American presidency.

For students interested in international relations and 
security and learning historical lessons about leader-
ship.

The IAS session draws on historical examples and 
contemporary issues to help students negotiate 
potential responses to complex international 
dilemmas. Topics include: cyber security, just war 
theory, resource security, international terrorism, 
and humanitarian intervention.  

For students who are interested in the solving of issues 
identified in the United Nations’ Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

The SDSE session will emphasize themes identi-
fied in the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals. Topics may include: novel 
energy technologies, economic development, 
poverty alleviation, human rights, and environ-
mental protection.
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DAILY LIFE IN THE PROGRAM

Participants in the Yale Young Global Scholars Program (YYGS) can expect 
to study in beautiful lecture halls and classrooms, live in Yale’s historic resi-
dential colleges, and eat in award-winning dining halls. Students will also 
meet and engage with world-renowned professors, interact with extraordi-
nary visting practioners, and engage with an exceptional community of 
students from around the world.

With a combination of lectures, elective seminars, and small-group work, 
the YYGS program emphasizes an open, exploratory, and collaborative 
approach to learning.

Students are required to do significant college-level reading and participate 
in challenging individual and group assignments. A day in the program 
usually includes one or two faculty lectures, a seminar, and meeting in 
smaller teams or classes to develop writing, research, and presentation skills. 
The curriculum helps students to improve analytical thinking, intellectual 
flexibility, written and oral communication, and e�ective teamwork.

Program alumni go onto attend top colleges and universities in the United 
States and abroad, and develop a strong alumni network of like-minded 
young adults.
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GLOBAL OPPORTUNITES

YALE YOUNG GLOBAL SCHOLARS-BEIJING
yygsbeijing.yale.edu
The YYGS-Beijing Program, a collaboration between Yale Center 
Beijing and Yale Young Global Scholars, is an immersive 9-day 
pre-collegiate experience designed to empower the next generation 
of global leaders. This program is held at the Yale Center Beijing in 
China.

YALE YOUNG AFRICAN SCHOLARS
africanscholars.yale.edu
YYAS is a high-intensity program that brings together African 
secondary school students for a cost-free seven-day residential 
program designed to introduce students to the demanding U.S. 
university and financial aid application process and requirements. 
YYAS is held in three countries on the African continent.
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“My YYGS experience allowed 
me to redefine ‘stepping out of 
the comfort zone.’” 



APPLICATION INFORMATION

Admission to the Yale Young Global Scholars Program is very selective.

Applicants should demonstrate high academic achievement and leadership potential in 
addition to strong interests in the program content. Applicants should also be able and willing
to work openly and e�ectively with peers. We review all applications holistically, and there are
no minimum GPA or test score requirements.

YYGS accepts applications from current high school sophomores (US grade 10) or juniors 
(US grade 11) or international equivalents (usually ages 16 to 17 during the program). In 
order to participate in the program, students must have some high school or secondary school
le� to complete a�er August 2017.

The Yale Young Global Scholars Program has no citizenship or residency requirements; 
students from all countries are encouraged to apply. However, admitted international students
will need a valid passport and, if necessary, must obtain a visa to travel to the United States.

For those students who do not participate in English-language schooling, please note that a
high level of English fluency is required to participate in the program.

For any questions, please contact us here: globalscholars.yale.edu/about-us/contact-us

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

APPLICATION DEADLINE FOR ALL SESSIONS: JANUARY 31, 2017
 

APPLICATION FEE: $55 
YYGS will waive the application fee in cases of significant financial burden for the student’s family.
 

PROGRAM TUITION: $5,800 
Tuition includes room & board and insurance. 
 

NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS: 
Need-based scholarships (or need-based financial aid) are available to domestic and interna-
tional students and may cover up to 100% of tuition costs. Scholarship packages are based on 
annual family income and other financial resource information as requested in the need-based 
scholarships portion of the application.
 
APPLY ONLINE: www.globalscholars.yale.edu
Applications require submission of one 500-word essay, two short responses, two letters of 
recommendation, an o�cial school transcript, and an activities list. We also ask students to 
submit uno�cial standardized test scores (PSAT, SAT, ACT, TOEFL, AP) if available.
 
Only complete applications will be reviewed.
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